
ACT Frequently Asked Questions 

What is the ACT Test?   
The ACT test is a national college admissions examination that consists of subject area tests in 
English, math, reading, �V�F�L�H�Q�F�H�����D�Q�G���Z�U�L�W�L�Q�J.  Students �L�Q�������W�K���J�U�D�G�H���Z�L�O�O���W�D�N�H���W�K�H���$�&�7���D�V���S�D�U�W���R�I��
�W�K�H���$�U�L�]�R�Q�D���6�W�D�W�H���$�V�V�H�V�V�P�H�Q�W�V���I�R�U���K�L�J�K���V�F�K�R�R�O���R�Q���$�S�U�L�O��9�W�K����������4��

�1�R�W���R�Q�O�\���Z�L�O�O���W�K�L�V���D�G�P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���$�&�7���V�H�U�Y�H���D�V���D���V�W�D�W�H���Z�L�G�H���D�V�V�H�V�V�P�H�Q�W���E�X�W���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���Z�L�O�O��
�E�H���D�E�O�H���W�R���X�V�H���W�K�H�L�U���D�V�V�H�V�V�P�H�Q�W���U�H�V�X�O�W�V���W�R���D�S�S�O�\���W�R���F�R�O�O�H�J�H�V. Additionally, the ACT���U�H�V�X�O�W�V will
provide data for the district and the schools to use in evaluating the effectiveness of curriculum 
and programs in preparing students for college and careers.   

Why should my student take the ACT Test?   
�3�X�E�O�L�F���V�F�K�R�R�O�������W�K���J�U�D�G�H���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���D�U�H���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�G���W�R���W�D�N�H���W�K�H���$�&�7���D�V�V�H�V�V�P�H�Q�W����Students can���D�O�V�R
benefit from participating in the ACT testing in several ways:  

�‡ Data will be provided to students and parents showing strengths and weaknesses in
subject areas tested allowing students/parents to work with teachers and counselors to
determine areas of focus for remaining coursework

�‡ College and career planning component is included allowing students/parents a tool for
determining career interests, college majors, and occupational fields most suited for the
student

�‡ College admissions test (Students can choose up to four colleges to send scores for free)

When is the test date?   
DVUSD will be administering the ACT test on Tuesday, �$�S�U�L�O��9th.  Since the ACT is a timed 
test, �L�W���L�V���F�U�X�F�L�D�O���W�K�D�W���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���D�U�U�L�Y�H���D�W���V�F�K�R�R�O���R�Q���W�L�P�H. Prior to the testing date, students will
complete a section with questions about educational and career plans. This section must be 
complete prior to the test date.  

Will my student be penalized for not participating in the ACT test at the high school? 
This is a���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�G test, so students �Z�K�R���G�R���Q�R�W���W�H�V�W���R�Q���$�S�U�L�O��9�W�K���Z�L�O�O���E�H���D�V�V�L�J�Q�H�G���W�R���W�D�N�H���W�K�H���W�H�V�W��
�G�X�U�L�Q�J���V�F�K�R�R�O���R�Q���D���G�D�W�H���O�D�W�H�U���L�Q���W�K�H���Z�H�H�N���R�U���W�K�H���I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���Z�H�H�N���� �7aking advantage of this free
testing opportunity has many advantages for students.  �6�H�H���³�:�K�\���V�K�R�X�O�G���P�\���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W���W�D�N�H���W�K�H��
�$�&�7���W�H�V�W�"�´���D�E�R�Y�H������ 



What is the format of the test?   
The ACT is contains about 215 multiple-choice questions and an essay question and takes 
approximately 6 hours to complete, including an extended break between the multiple-choice test 
and the writing test for lunch. Actual testing time is 3 hours and 45 minutes.    Students at BCHS, 
DVHS, and MRHS will take the test on paper.  Students at Aspire, BGHS, SOHS, and Vista Peak 
will take the test on their chromebooks.

https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/ACT-calculator-policy.pdf
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act-educator/states-and-districts/accommodations.html
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act-educator/states-and-districts/accommodations.html



